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IBSTRACT 

In this project, the concept of pupil control 
ideology was studied as it applied to student teachers. Those 
students at Central Missouri State University ;Vho vere coapleting 
their student teaching experience during the winter and spring terns 
of 1970 participated in the study. The ti^o hypotheses 'tested vere 
that a) there vill be no significant difference in the isean scores of 
pupil control ideologies of student teachers froa different 
socioeconomic backgrounds and b) there vill be no significant change 
in the pupil control ideology of teachers in the prinary grades group 
vith respect to their pretest and posttest scores. The aeasureaent 
instruaent vas the Pupil Control Ideology fora, Hithin the 
liaitations of the study, both null hypotheses vere accepted. The 
findings suggest that belief orientations that student teachers hold 
about pupil control are not influenced significantly by the effects 
of differing socioeconooic status and that the student teacher's 
perceptions of life in the classrooa relative to pupil qontrol and 
his actual experiences in the classroon are fairly congruent. 
(Author/HHD) 
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Traditicnally, the set cf terchi'iT hr? been conceived of as simply the 
transmission cf knovrledrrs Trc::. a tef;c::er— oresumably a person of above average 
intelliE:ence — to a ercup cf scciety's neophytes. The educational spotli^^ht 
was on the teacher, the I'tuients comprised the audience, and communication Tfras 
by-and-large one 'fl'ay — from teacher to student. 

More recently an increasing amount of attention has been directed to the 
relationship bet'/reen student and teacher. Evidence of this Tiay be seen in the 
eT.phasis -r;iven tc the affective dorr.sin in establishing instructicnal objectives* 
The feelings of students hr^ve thus taken cn ?Ji unprec3derited LTiportPnce. 
Equally significant in the teacher-student relationship are the feelings of 
the teacher in the teaching act. Richardson describes this teacher-student 
relationship as". • .a network of feelinj?s, attitudes and expectations binding 
the teacher both to his individual pupils and to his class as a v/hole."^ 'Taller 
refers to this relationship as a confrontation. "Teacher and pupil confront 
each other with attitudes from which the underlyin?; hostility can never be 
altogether removed." 

A quick survey of student teachers v/ill generally reveal that as they 
enter their student teaching: assirnments, their greatest fears center on this 
teacher-student relationshio, and not on their ccnjnard of content areas to be 
taup-ht. The student teacher generally sees his ability to control students as 
one of the major criteria of his success or failure in student teaching, and 
this belief is usually given staunch support by those who supervise his ac- 
tivities and evaluate his v.'ork* 'Vork done by Fullfjr, Pilgrim end Freeland 
suggests that control problems are a major concern of student teachers.^ 



Abbott has written about the function of ideolo^ry as an intervening vari- 
able in effectin=r a person's perceptions of his orf?anizational role ; -pecta-* 
tions.^ Hoy makes application of this concept in establishing the use of the 
pupil control ideology as providing "an internal guide to action'* for studying 
the behavior of student teachers.^ 

Pupil Control Ideology 

The Gilbert and Levinson study of the patient control ideology held by 
nientsl hospital staff members^ stimulated Tillovrer, Eicell snd Hoy to con- 
cectualize a sirr.ilpr scher.e :'cr toc,cher-Gt'j::ent rsla ticr.sr.irs, Tr;i3 vias 
called the Fuoil Control Ideology Fcrrri (PCI Fern). 

Cr)Gr?ticn??li3inr: a r^j^asure cf ^upil ccntrcl cricntcticn v/as Pccoir.r.liF'iod 
throui^h a t^venty item instruir.^^nt utilizinfr a Likert-type scale. Items vrere 
scored usin? a numerical scale ranr^in? from 1 to The higher the score the 
more custodial the pupil control ideolo*^y of the respondent. 

Validity of the PCI Forn 7:as established by asking principals to identify 

a specified nu-'nber of teachers considered to be highly custodial or humanistic. 

Aporoxinately 15 per cent of the faculty was identified v/ith each type. I.Iean 

scores for each group '.vere compared usinn 2 T test cf the difference of nesns. 

A one-tailed test produced a T value of 2.639, indicatinrr a difference in the 

expected direction at a .01 level of sirrnificance. A cross-validation usinr; a 
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new spr.ole and sinilr-rr techniques vr?s si-nificant at the .001 level. 

Py correl^tin?? even v:ith odd-itoT: subrccres, a snlit-hrlf reliability v:?;S 
calculated. The Pearson oroduct-rr.oment coefficient v;as .^1 ?nd the -Spearman- 
PrcTATi correct coefficient vras ."^5.^ 
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Protctj^pos CI hi^zsnistic and custodial orientations riay be briefly described 
as follows: "The nodel of the humanistic orientation is . • . Students^ learn- 
ing and behavior is viewed in psychological and sociological terms rather than 
moralistic terms • • . The hunanistic teacher is optirlstic that, through close 
personal relationships with pu7;ils and the positive aspects of friendship and 
respect, students will be self-disciplining rather than disciplined, 

"Thf^ ri.eidiy traditional school serves as a .TiOdel for custcdial orientation. 
This kind of ori^anization provides a highly controlled setting? concerned ori- 
rarily with the T.aintena'ncG of order • • , Pcssimisri and v:atch:ul r.is trust 
i.T.bu-r the cU3tcdicl vievrcoint • • . 3oth oo'.ver and ccTuTiunicaticn flc-v dcv/n*.vsrd, 
snd students are expected to accer^t the decisions of teachers without cuestion.'*"^^ 



^ccic?c:nc:-ic Status ( 



One variable under consideration in this study of pupil control ideology of 
student teachers was that of the socioeconomic backeround of the student teacher. 
The first impulse of the writers was to simply predict that people of different 

'^ccz.C'^ c r:\':'ic ^ ck'TCunds v-culi vary si^rni-f ic;^ntly in their pupil ccntrol 
ideolc.v. I'.': seer.ed reasonable in the light of the o;eneral a-rreement in the 
literature that child rearing differs by ^IS (groups and consequently values 
established vary as well.'''"* '^^ Furthermore, Carlson has found that 

. . teachers see education as the real v/ith middle end uo::er clr.ss children 
but substitute dipicicline as the iroal v.dth lov;er cIp.ss children.*' ^ It seemed 
likely that a teacher orirrir.ptin? in the lever clasr:es v/ould tccich as she was 
tau^^ht. Hov;cver, this kind of rationslizinr v/ould irnore the ♦'moltin:^ T:iot" 
effect of throe to foiir yenrs of college life, "tcioni sur:''est5 that even 
thou-h the ror.ron.'^lity rtriicture hc-s cr-3ic:-^li;/ boon o::tciblir»hf d, tliat the 
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«. • . learning of specific skills and role orientations continues with every 
change of status, in particular with membership in new social imits, such as 
organizations • "^^ 

Hoy says that "... few members can escape the formative influence of the 
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values, expectations, incentives, and sanctions of the orf^anization." Thus 
it becomes evident that, in fact, one ml^zht expect the pupil control ideologies 
of students oreuarinrr for teaching to steadily move tov/ard s level of commonality. 
Therefore, if the influence of SrlS has been dissipated or recrjranized-, one misrht 
well exoect that there would be no sinriificant difference in the pupil control 
iccclcries of be.-rinnin?' student teachers vrith respect to their scciccccncmic 
backt?roand. 

The *:CRC Cccupaticnal Prestige Scale was sn cut?^rov/th of v;crk cone by Alba 

Edwards in classifying occupations for the Bureau of the Cen^:us. Morth and 

Hatt chose ninety occuoations and asked a quota ss-ple of 2,920 people in the 

United States to rank these in order of prestige. Two items were given 
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alternate titles, so 88 occupations were actually listed. These occupations 
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v;ere rated 2? coor, scmewh?t below average, sver??r«, ;:ccd, and excellent. 

>:a::;Gricel values 1 throu^•h 5 rcs^rectively v:er€ ?ssi-::Gd to t-o-f^ rr^lni-s. 
The frecuencies for each ratin^r were reduced tc r}c-rcenta?:es and averas:ed for 
all five ratings. "Don't kncv;'* responses were excluded. The hirrhest avera^-e 
score vra? r^^nked as the n^jmber one orestire cccuopticn. 

The reliability of the MCP.C 5c?le vras established in 1963 when r'cd^re, 

^ie^-rel, ana Rossi reolicaied the l^U? MC?.C study. They fc;:nd a .99 correla- 
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tion on the rank order of cccupntional listing;?. 
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This listin- of occunaticns v/as divided into five cate:rcrics by Ksiil. 
For the curr-c-^es cf this study the ^^rcups includinrr semi-skilled and anskilled 
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workers v;ere P^rcuped together under the title lo;v SZS, The semi-professional 
and orofessional srroups ccmrDCsed the hi??h S?;s srroup, £nd the skilled workers 
nade up the middle SE^ eroun. 

Hypotheses 

Several hjTiotheses -were considered for this study. First and foremost 
was the follo^7ins: 

H. 1. There v:ill bs no si-rnificant difference in the mean scores of the 
puoil control ideolcrios cf student teachers from different socioeconomic 
back^i^rcunds. 

Another hypothesis under consideration vras based cn sheer experience of 
working in suoervision of student teaching. On an informal basis, student 
teachers were asked the writers to identify 7:hat they perceived to be the 
notentially most threatening oroblem they faced as they v/ere beginning their 
student teaching exoerience. ALmost v;ithout fail this was identified as 
t}ur>il control. The same problem was oosed afrain a.t the con'T:leticn of student 
teachiniir. There was an almost consistent change for the Icnver primary teachers 
this tine. I'Icw the major orcblem had become the utilisation of time. Cn 
the strength cf tr.j -^^ "eedback, the folla.vinfT prediction v;as made: 

H. 2. There v:ill be no sit^nif icant chr.nce in the nunil ccntrcl ideology 
of teachers in the primary'' srades group v;ith respect lo their prc-test and 
post-test scores • 

Procedure 

Durinr the vdrtcr term (1^69-1^70) and the s::r±n}z term (I070), all Central 
yif^^^ouri ^tCito University student teachers v/cre askca to rc-'3Pond to the 
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Puoil Control Ideology Forni (PCI Fora) tv;o tir.es— once iru'nedistely orior to 
the be^imin^ of their student teaching and a^ain eleven weeks later, immedi- 
ately after completins: their student teaching. 

The forms were oric'inally administered to h33 student teachers. The use 
of the last four digits of their social security nun?bers for matching pre and 
post foms vras utilized. No names v;ere requested. Of these 1*33 , thirty-one 
vrere not used in that they either .could not be matched, or the subject had 
previous contract teachir^T; experience. Cf the h02 subjects included in the 
study, 3h fell into the low 3:^:3 group, vrhile 2h9 and 69 respectively fell 
into tne niiddle and high ^-73 groups. 

Findin^rs 

A sinrle cls:.^3ificaticn .^nslysis of Variance rss e.-rcloyed to ccnr^^re the 
^our: means of the three 3?!? grams. Tne results for :u 1 are shcTn in 
Table I.' Since tho cc.Tnuted ? value is not signii^icant , neither approaching 
sisnificance, it v;as deemed unnecessary to check for any significant differ- 
ences bet/reen any pairs of croups. The null hj'pothesis H. 1 is accepted. 

A CcLvjariHcn of ?CI Fcrra Scnros by SZ3 C-r'^'Ups 



Source '..I 
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cornputed F value is less than the required value, the null hypothesis h\ 2 
is accented. 

TA3Lr; II 

A Comparison of Pre and Post Student Teaching PCI Forn Scores 
of Priniarj' Grade Teachers (K-3) 



Source of 
Variation 


BF 


I.'.ean Squares 


? 


Trials 


1 


59.0625 


2.972* 


Betv.-een Subjects 


109 


61.0999 




Residual 


109 


19.S716 




Total 


219 


ho. 5656 





•J^The required value lot sirnificance st the .05 level is 3. '^3. 



Discussion 

The findings suggest that belief orientations ;vhich student teachers hold 
about Tcuoil control are not influenced siar.if icantly by the effects cf differ- 
insr socioeconomic status. It should be remembered that this study reflects 
only the' behavior cf students frcn one school. It should also be noted that 
there ^vas a considerable difference in the male-f eTiale ratio of the three 
groups, sr.d no attempt ^vas iriade to control this variable. The Ic^^ 5?S ^rcury 
had a 2 to 3 r.ale-f enale ratio, the r;idcle SZ3 :Tcun s 1 to 3 r.nie-f cn^-le ratio, 
and the hirh SSS r^rouc a 1 to r.al.'r-f er.sle ratio. Further study r:.cr be 
fruitful if not only the sex variable v;culd be controlled, but also if the 
variable of teaching level (eler.ontary, seccndsry) v/culd be controlled at the 
sa^.e tir.e. 

The findir.rp CGnccrni:..~T 2 certainly deserve furth^-^r study. It v;culd 
ac:iesr th'^t the data sui^rcsts that the student tc-acher's o'-jrce^^jtl -'..ir '- i li*7e 
Lr. th*-' clr'^rrocm relative to runil control and his rctual experiences in the 
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classroon: are fairly cofi?^ruent. If further study would support this finding, 
it would seen that vfork could then be done to attempt to isolate the factors 
which contribute to this potential difference between primary grade teachers 
and other teaching levels. 

Additional Develorments 

In addition to testing the two liycotheses, the datr. v/^s i^erused in search 
of rcssible rei^ults v;hich :T\i;?ht v^^rrant further investigation. Mo hyootheses 
vrere cevelcT:ed. This section rpcresents simply the fcllcvine of a -'hunch", 
without nny r/ell defined rationale. 

The male teachers were found to be more custodial than fensle teachers — 
a finding: previously reoorted by *7illcv;er, Zidell, and Hoy.*-^ Hoy also found 
student teachers to become more custodial in their ruoil control ideology 
during the stucent teaching term. This study found that not only v:ere males 
more custodial in their pupil control ideology than were fer.ales prior to the 
stucent teaching experience, but that the males became more custodial in their 
pupil control ideclo^j^ at a significantly greater rate durinrr student teach- 
ine than did the fem?le teachers. 

A sirdi?.r findinr v;r.r noticed v;hcn stunent tr-ncner?' ?GI Form scores were 
conzcarod by their level of teachinr: assignments. The secondary teachers were 
simif icr^ntly more custcdi?! in their nut^il ccntrcl ideclcry than were 
eler.ontBry teacherr?. Similar information v/as re-^crted by "'illov;er, -'icell and 
Hey in the original mcr.crraoh. Thif^ study found the soccndnry teachers be- 
ccmin?r r.oro custcdial in thoir nunil control ideclcry at a sirnificantly 
frreatcr rate curini* the course of their student teaching' term. 

The v/ritors ccr.vp.rod the nost sti:riorit teaching*" scoros on tho rCI Form 
of the Srcial 5ti;dies rrii Fn;'li3h rtu !f?nt tcachrrn ;vith tho Art, ":ui?lc, nnd 
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Foreitm Lanrua^ro student teachers. It v;as conjectured that the teachers of 
course? which rrere usually "required" of all students mif^ht be more custodial 
than the teachers of electives. However, there v/as no significant difference 
in these two crroups. 

The PCI Form scores of the Art, Uusic, and Forei 9;n Lans^uage student 
teachers wei^e also coraared v;ith those scores of tv;o other groups. The 
writers felt the responsibility pf the Physical Educaticn and Industrial 
Arts student teachers for the ohysical safety of their students might cause 
ther to be more custodial than the other sroups. This difference did not 
Drove to be significant r'^t the .0^ level, although it dia Bxr-^vorich sig- 
nificance vrith an F score of 3 '^11:3 v/hile 3«^5 vras needed. 

The Home 'liconomics. Industrial Arts Jtnd business student teachers also 
did not rrcve to be sirmificantly more custodial, as sho\vn by their PCI 
?crr. score?, than their colleacrues in Art, ^'u"ic, and Fcrnif-^n Lan.^uarres. 
A sienificant difference v:a? acr;ro6ched, hcv/ever. --ir^^'cn^.tion had been 

that the teachers in the skill subjects mip:ht be more custodial than those 
in elective subjects more closely allied to the creative a'^oects of learning. 
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